Big Brothers
Big Sisters

OF CALOARY ANU AREA

Felr 12, 2002

Oty Councd
The City of Calgary
Calgary, Alberta

Dear Mayor Gondek and Councl,

| am writing to exprem wpport and encosragement for Councll 8o work with the iIndgenoss Gathering Mace
Society DGPS) to make the Indgenows Gathering Place vision come alive for our community,

As our oty's mentonip charty, g Brcthers Big Sisters of Calgary and Area (RB3S) beleves that every single chid
B Sormn with increddie posential, and that mensoring relationships are the key to uniodiing that potentcial 3o that it
can be thared with the morid, In particslar, for children and youth who are facing adverstty, there is no Better
Intervention than caring, consistent refationships. This takves intertional investment and resosrces, partioularly
wethis commuonitel that have octilted challenges. We are proud 0 wpport wrben Indigencus youth asd their
Mestons through our model, and we beleve as Indigenous Gathering Place B an exciting oppornunty 10 deepen
the cultural usderstanding of the youth we serve.

Currertly 12'% of the childres and youth s developmental relationihps through BSES idennty as Indigencus. 'We
ke 20 ncrease this sumber and have recently partsered with Rotary Oub of Calgary Downtows which his gfted
the Rotary Tom Jackson Stay in Schaol Program 10 us 10 help o3 At this ambition. This program & designed 10
provide unique, Culturally-dppeopriate memanng relationihips and supports 10 Indigenous pouth, and 2 ey pant of
the strategy is visiting meaning?ul sites that ow 3 young person to learn about, and take pride in, ther
Indigenous NAIOrY. In TAAT way, the Indigenous Gathering Place concept is an ieal T for future experiences for the
youth we serve.

We befieve the power of the Indigenous Gathering Mace goes fir Beyond 3 mech aceded location far connection
and ceremony, however, As an OEaNTATON 0N 0W Own Reconcilaton journey. we would hugely value 3
CONSSTENT MUb where we Can COMect with like minded organzations, share resources, and coanect dvectly with
Indigerows people 35 we lear and a5 we grow.

Plexie consider this letier Our unqualified support for the IGPS, its extiting vision and an inrvitation to the Cay of
Calgary 10 swpport & for the pood of our commenity,

Yours A
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