ABORIGINAL STANDING COMMITTEE
on Howsing and Howmeleysness

Indigenous Gathering Place February 3,2022

Moyor Goodek and Counciliors e
Re: Responae %0 the City’s Alocation of Land Transfer for the indigencus Gathering Place

Dear Honoeable Mayor Goadek and Counciliors

The Aboriginad Standing Commitiee on Mossing and Momelessness (ASCHN ) has provided sspport 1o the wban
Indigencus community through advocacy, research, and education on the lues of Indigencus housing and
homelessness since 1955 We have acted in the capacity of the Community Advisory Board as decision makers for
foder sl InSigenous funds for Bomelesiness and housing projects in Calgary over the parit 23 years. We work in
colaboration with community and povernments to develop solutions towards the reduction of Indigencus
homelessness and Improving core housing stability,

ASCHHN was intially heavily invoived in the early development of the Indigenous Gathering Place [IGP) along with
the Aborignal Friendship Centre [George Calkiou/Joe Pimiott), Sunrise Heafing Lodge (Eve McMilan) and many
other community pactners. The IGF work was headed by Eve whe identified this project as an essential divection v
response to the Tresh and Reconciiation Calls to Action In 2015, These early dacustions ware focused on the
importance of urban InSigenous peoples in Calgary havieg 3 place of connection, culture and community. Whie
various organizations have taken on tis role to some degree throughowut the years, for some time osr community
has been without & dntingt 1pace Of cantre commimed solely for this purpose and open 10 3l wban ndigenous
peoples.

The urban Indgenous population Is an independent stakeholder fom the exivting diatinction-based Indigenous
grocps reNecting First Nagion, Métls and it peoples. As such urban poputations reflect muliple nations, treaty
sreas, affBated and aco-affilated Méts peoples, non-status and Inult peoples from acrods the country. Many
ndigencus peoples have been diseniranchised from their culture due to the historical context of colonization and
asumilation policies which included residential schools, the 601 1coop and the current diry child weifare systems. In
addiion, erbanization of Indigenous peoples has contributed to the imitation of meaningful cormection % culture
and Indigenous community. As such, the Indigenous Gathering Place b imperative for urban ladigenout peoples
and should reflectthe diversity of cur peoples and provide access 1o diverse cultaral teachings, traditions,
ceremonies and community LOnSecBons.

it bs importanst for the City of Calgary, 1o understand that & a comemunity of Indigenous people, we need 10 Mmove
forward on what Is best for our community. For the benefe of all Indigenoss peoples In cur community, we need
to be open and collaberative towards the development of projects which enhance the lives of urban Indigerous
peoples. Over the many years, collaborasion and communication has been esseatial in beinging forward tis
project to where It is today and extersive work o this end has been accomplished to inciude 35 many voices
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similarly committed 1o this spirk of collaberation. While throughout its development there have been parties,
whose commiament may have waned or disengaged, it can be assered that af essential parties have been
consulied o Invited 10 ParTCipate At multiple Junctures regardiess of their comemitment 2t this time.,

The hdigencus Gathering Place. is for all Indige nous pecples and will provide an importast and historic s
opportunity for the Cay of Calgary %0 geovide this space and place %o broaden the accessbiity of indigencus
comemunity and culture for all ndigencus Calgarians no mamer whethes they are from the local territory, of those
of us who have made MohWins'tsis ow home.

The Indigenous Gathering Place began as nitlal dscussions amongst interested parties, and an extenyive amount
of volenteer work and community support has been isvolved in workieg towards its development. The Gty of
Calgary’s Poverty Reduction grougs also identified an Indigenous Gathering Place a5 a vital urban project through
e work of Genevieve Fox with the Encugh for All strategies wader the hdigenous Constellation. All those wiling
0 be community partners in this endeavor have been highly ergaged in this project which iscluded Soth urban
Indigenous peoples, leadery, dhitincson-based groups, & well as highly swpported by Eiders and community allies.

The hdigencus Gathering PMace has been working actively with comeunity stakeholders and the Elders Knowledge
Circie throughout the past 6 years, with open support and collabaration, No one ha intenticnally Been left out of
these discuasions or the development of the project. Almedt all of the work has Been conducted by dedicated and
passionate volunteers who are working towards the actuaiiration of an Indigencus Gathering Place, To bein
oppedition o this stage i not conducive 10 the desive that mast urban Indigenous Calgarans do want and wil
support this project and support the City's ansouncement

ASCHH s highly supportive of the City's original announcement on Jancary 15, 2022 to commence dicuisions on
land wasafers 10 the hdigenous Gathering Place Saciety for the purpose of Awther development of the IGP, This s
necessary and an imperative step towards reconcilation. We implore the City 1o continue to focus on the largers
objective of wpporting all wrban digescus Calgariars towards an opportunity that will benefit o of s

Ane S5

Kanelyn Lucas/Richard Horvath
ASCHM CoChairs
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